Maria Cantwell: Getting Results for Washington State

Cutting Your Taxes

For nearly two decades, Washington state taxpayers have been unable to deduct the state and local taxes they pay from
their annual federal income tax returns. Maria worked with a bipartisan group of senators and representatives to restore
this important tax cut for the next two years as part of the American Jobs Creation Act, signed into law in October 2004,
Under Maria's provisions, more than one million Washingtonians will receive an average tax cut of over §500, and state
officials estimate that residents will save a total of almost $500 million per year. Now, Maria is leading the effort to make
this tax cut permanent.

Fighting Identity Theft

Maria's legislation to fight identity theft, "The Fair and Accurate Transactions Act," was signed into law in 2003. The
law's provisions are the culmination of years of hard work by Maria to provide law enforcement officials and identity theft
victims with the tools they need to battle the nation's fastest-growing crime. Maria's bill helps ensure that identity theft
victims are able to protect their credit rating from further damage by requiring credit reporting agencies to block
information on fraudulent transactions resulting from identity theft. It also created a standardized process for a person to
establish that they are a victim of identity theft, and allows law enforcement to act as the victim's agent in obtaining
business records. Finally, the new law requires that once a business verifies that an individual is a victim of identity theft,
the business has 30 days to provide all relevant application and transaction records to the victim.

Supporting Our National Guard and Reserve

Historically, National Guard and Reserve deployment periods, for the purpose of determining mobilization lengths, have
been calculated to begin at the point of activation. However, in September 2003, the Pentagon changed practice mid-
stream by determining the deployment lengths of over 20,000 personnel in Iraq as beginning af the date of entry into the
theater of operations. In fact, many service members first learned of the change from the press, not military leaders. Maria
succeeded in blocking the change, working to pass a requirement that the Pentagon tell activated Guardsmen and
Feservists the expected length of their deployments, calculated from the time they are activated. Maria's provision will
help prevent sudden, mid-stream policy changes, giving members of the Guard and Reserves the kind of transparency and
predictability they deserve. To make sure National Guard has the equipment they need to train and respond effectively to
emergencies both at home and abroad, Maria is working to make sure the military tracks and replaces equipment left in
the theater of operations by National Guard units when they are deployed.

Encouraging Innovation in Aerospace

Maria passed legislation as part of the Federal Aviation Administration reauthorization bill creating a Center of
Excellence for applied research and training in the use of advanced materials in commercial airplanes. Established at the
University of Washington in 2003, the Center of Excellence coordinates research efforts and encourage the broader use of
advanced structural materials, including composites and aluminum alloys, in future aircraft such as the Boeing 787, The
Center capitalizes on Washington's technological know-how to expand the region's research and development capabilities,
helping to ensure that Washington state remains a global leader in aerospace innovation.

Protecting Our Borders: Closing the Visa Waiver Loophole

In 1999, Ahmed Ressam tried to enter the United States at Port Angeles with a carload of explosives after first going
through France and Canada . In response, Maria authored legislation to push foreign countries to use biometric standards,
such as the inclusion of fingerprints and facial recognition on visas, to stop terrorists before they get to the U.S. Her
proposal was signed into law as part of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, Maria's provision
requires the Secretary of State to report to Congress on the progress Visa Waiver Program countries are making towards
implementing a biometric visa system to identify potential terrorists, This will allow Congress to better evaluate the






